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Predicting – 1
As we read, it is important to think about what is happening and to work out what we think will happen 
next.

Read the narrative.

The aviary

Justin was terrified of birds. He didn’t know why they frightened him so much, they just 
did. If a bird came anywhere near him, his hands would shake, his head would feel light 
and dizzy, his heart would pound and his legs would wobble.

Birds in the distance were fine and even close up in a cage was all right, as long as he 
didn’t have to look too closely at their beady little eyes. He could talk about birds and 
the different species he read about on the Internet were fascinating, as long as they 
kept their distance.

Boys aren’t supposed to be frightened of birds and he felt ashamed and as stupid as 
some of the girls at school who screamed when he tried to show them a live cockroach 
or a mouse. Why did they carry on like that? His teacher had noticed their reaction 
and had tried to explain to him that he needed to be more understanding, but he still 
believed that the girls were silly and that little things like that couldn’t hurt anyone.

Justin had managed to keep his secret successfully until his class was going on an 
excursion to a wildlife park. Their teacher told them about one of its well-known features, 
a huge aviary you could walk through and where tame birds would come close and you 
could feed them. He was so worried that he told his best friend, Sam, who confessed 
that he felt the same way about snakes.

What could he do? His mother never let him stay home from school unless he was 
actually	dying.	Perhaps	he	could	try,	but	she	was	hard	to	fool.	He	didn’t	seem	to	have	
any	choice,	he’d	have	to	go.	Perhaps	he	could	try	keeping	his	eyes	closed	or	walking	
around the edge or just running through the middle very fast.

The dreaded day arrived and it was fun until they reached the aviary. Justin was terrified 
that if he went in he would collapse in a heap and make a fool of himself. He let the other 
students and teachers all go in and he was standing outside the gate when he felt his 
teacher’s hand on his arm. 

His teacher looked at him for a 
few seconds and then asked him 
if he would mind helping him to 
carry the lunches from the buses 
to the picnic area. Justin couldn’t 
believe his good luck.
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Think about the strategies you have learnt and work out these answers.

 1. What would happen to Justin if he stood outside a cage with birds in it?
  (a) His legs would go all wobbly.
  (b) He would want to scream.
  (c) He wouldn’t look at their eyes.
  (d) He would run away.

  The best answer is . 

 2. What would happen if Sam saw a snake?
  (a) He would run away.
  (b) He would tell his teacher.
  (c) He would feel very frightened.
  (d) He would think it was very interesting.

  The best answer is . 

 3. Do you think his teacher will talk to Justin later about his fear of birds? 

  Explain why you think this.

  

  

  

 4. Complete the sentence.

  I think Justin will now think that his teacher is    

  

  

  because

  

  

  .

Predicting

On your own
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