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Roll two dice and add the scores together. This number is your denominator. Divide your 
number line into this number of equal parts. Label your number line to show each step along it.

How can you make sure your number line has equal sized parts?

2 + 1 = 3 so my fraction is     .E.g.
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Fractions as Numbers
I can use fractions in number lines.
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Finding information

Try it out

Think!
Find the keywords ‘grandparents’ 
and ‘frightened’ in paragraph 2.

Use the strategies you learnt and practised in The Sydney 
Opera House to find information and details.

•	 Work	out	the	keywords	and	find	them	in	the	text.
•	 Check	all	answers	before	you	make	a	decision.

 1. Did Jake’s grandparents get a frightened look on their 
faces when they:

  (a) walked past the tree?
  (b) were asked questions about the tree?
  (c) told a story about the tree?
  (d) talked about the olden days?

  The best answer is . 

 2. Describe some of Jake’s gruesome ideas.

  

  

  

  

  

 3. What did grandfather do when he listened to Jake’s ideas?
  (a) nodded his head
  (b) went to sleep
  (c) choked
  (d) started to laugh

  The best answer is . 

 4. Explain why Jake was concerned about the tree.
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Finding information – 2

Read the narrative.

Mystery

‘Grandma you must know what the 
mystery is, I know you do, but why won’t 
you tell me?’

Jake must have asked his grandparents 
this same question a million times, but 
they wouldn’t tell him anything. They 
had lived there all their lives and they 
just had to know something about it, but 
why wouldn’t they tell him? Whenever 
he asked, they seemed get a strange, 
almost frightened look on their faces. 
He was sure that it wasn’t just his 
imagination.

The object of his concern was a big, old, ugly tree growing on the edge of the park. 
Children played around the other trees, but not this one. Older people sat on the 
benches under other trees, but not under this one. There always seemed to be lots of 
birds, but none flew around this tree. Even the bees and other insects seemed to stay 
away. There were no flowers growing around its trunk and it seemed a bit colder near 
the tree. A wind always blew, even on a still day, and the whistling noise made the hairs 
on the back of his neck stand up.

Jake did have a good imagination and he enjoyed writing mystery stories. His teacher 
said his stories were different, interesting and imaginative. But this was different, he felt 
it in his bones. Why couldn’t he find someone who knew the answer?

Perhaps it is haunted. Did they execute a bushranger there many years ago? Did an 
alien spaceship land close to it? Did an early explorer die of thirst as he lay exhausted 
against its thick trunk? Was the tree planted many years ago by some really wicked 
person or did someone bury something evil beneath it? 

Jake went to talk to his grandfather and to tell him some of these gruesome ideas. 
Perhaps his grandfather’s reaction to one of his ideas would provide Jake with a clue.

They were sitting on the verandah and his grandfather was listening intently to his ideas. 
Then his grandfather’s eyes started to water, he threw his head back and made a 
funny gurgling sound in his throat. Jake was really startled, perhaps he was getting 
somewhere at long last. Then his grandfather bent forward and gasped out, ‘Oh boy, 
but do you have an imagination’. 

It was only then that Jake realised his Grandfather was doubled up with laughter, and 
he wandered off to think about some of the many other mysteries that were bothering 
him.   
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