


R.I.C. Publications® www.ricgroup.com.au Editing skills 11

The wind and the sun
Editing skills

the wind and the (sun/son) 

were having an argument 

‘i’m stronger than (ewe/you)’, 

announced the wind aggressively

‘no, i’m stronger than you’, replied the 

sun (calmly/carmly) 

they agreed to have a contest to solve 

the argument

a man was walking in the distance, 

(wrapped/rapt) in a thick winter coat 

the sun suggested that whoever could 

make him remove his coat would be 

the winner of the contest the wind 

agreed to this idea and chose to try fi rst

he (blue/blew) with all his (mite/might) 

but the man held on to his coat more 

tightly than ever

the sun smiled he began to shine, 

gently at fi rst, then more strongly 

the man undid his coat as the sun 

continued to (beam/beem) at last, he 

took it off 

the moral of this 

fable is, the art 

of persuasion is 

greater than the 

strength of force

1  Punctuation

(a) The narrative needs 14 capital letters 
and 13 full stops. Circle the commas.

(b) How many commas are there? 

Speech marks are put at the beginning 
and end of what is said by each person in 

a conversation.

(c) Find the speech marks and underline 
the words spoken by the wind and the 
sun.

2  Spelling

(a) Circle the correct word in each bracket.

3  Grammar

An adverb describes a verb. 

(a) Write the adverb used in the text to 
describe these verbs.

 (i) announced 

 (ii) replied 

 (iii) held on 

(b) Choose an adverb to go with each of 
these verbs.

 (i) He growled 

 (ii) We ate 

 (iii) I shivered 

 (iv) They laughed 

4  Vocabulary

Synonyms are words with similar 
meanings which can be used in a piece of 
text to make it more interesting. The word 

‘said’ is often overused in writing. 

(a) In the text, underline the 3 words 
which have been used instead of 
‘said’. 

Read the fable.
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